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DUNKERQUE-PORT ADOPTS  
A NEW SIGNING SYSTEM 
 
Dunkerque-Port is planning a complete change to its directional 
signing to improve accessibility. 
 
The numerical signing system used in other European countries and 
certain French ports, most recently Le Havre, seems to offer a 
solution to the problems encountered in road signing for industrial 
port areas like Dunkirk. This new experimental system is entirely 
based on the numbering of all the port sites. The port's territory has 
been divided into four geographic sectors served by four motorway 
interchanges, which have been allocated blocks of numbers: 
 

- Port 2000 to 3000  
- Port 3000 to 4000  
- Port 4000 to 7000  
- Port 7000 to 9000 

 
To ensure the overall coherence of this road signing, the project has 
been conducted in close cooperation with all highway managers 
(Interdepartmental Highway Directorate, General Council and 
Dunkirk Urban Community), and local partners – including Dunkirk 
Post Office – so that road signing and the address system are 
closely meshed. 
 
The allocation of numbers to all the companies installed in the port 
area involves changing their addresses, to make the new system 
operational. Work to dismantle and reinstall the signing is expected 
to start in September 2010 and the system should be operational in 
early 2011. 
 
This project is dependent upon the involvement of all the partners 
and companies concerned by this innovative approach. Dunkerque-
Port is inviting all those concerned to meetings where the new 
signing project in the port of Dunkirk will be presented, at 
09.30 hours on 24, 25 and 28 June in the Pavillon des Maquettes 
(Eastern Port). 
 

 
 
France's third-ranking port, Dunkirk is well known as a port handling heavy bulk cargoes for its 
numerous industrial installations. It has also built its reputation in other sectors such as cross-
Channel RORO traffic to Great Britain, containers, fruits, etc. Classified as the seventh port of 
the North  Europe Range which extends from Le Havre too Hamburg, Dunkirk is also France's 
leading port for ore and coal imports; France's leading port for containerised fruit imports; 
France's leading port for copper imports; and France's second-ranking port for trade with Great 
Britain. 
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Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque
Communication & Relations Publiques
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