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2016 TRAFFIC

PRESS RELEASE
Thursday 12 January 2017

2016 TRAFFIC: DUNKIRK VOLUMES RISE
• RECORD CONTAINER TRAFFIC
• RECORD MODAL SWITCHOVER

A

nnual traffic for 2016 was over 46.7 MT, an increase of 0.3% compared with 2015.
However, the port of Dunkirk did not escape the effects of the economic climate in 2016, which included
the technical shutdowns, for maintenance, of the ArcelorMittal steel works blast furnace No. 4 and the
Versalis petrochemicals plant, the permanent closure of SRD (Société de la Raffinerie de Dunkerque)
and the delayed opening of the LNG terminal. In addition, grain exports have been penalised by a poor
harvest since the summer of 2016.
• General cargoes continued well, with only a slight drop of 1% to a tonnage of 20.3 MT.
Cross-Channel traffic had been exceptional in 2015, increasing by 17% to 16.25 MT. The traffic ﬁgures in 2016,
with a slight fall of 2%, nonetheless conﬁrmed the 2015 results and reached 16 MT.
The number of trucks and trailers fell 2% to 680,000 freight units. Passenger numbers fell 9% to 2.92 million and
tourist vehicles were down 8% at 751,000.
Thanks to the support of leading regional shippers, and the shipping company CMA CGM, container traffic
increased signiﬁcantly, posting a new record of 341,041 TEU (+ 7%) with 3.15 million tonnes (+ 4%).
Full containers alone rose by 7% to 221,196 TEU, conﬁrming Dunkirk's position as the ﬁrst port of call for imports
in Europe.
Conventional general cargoes fell by 6% to 1.2 MT, due to manufacturing difficulties in the offshore oil sector
(tubes).
Alternative transport modes (waterway and rail) reached 11% in 2016, an increase of 4 points over 2015.
Waterway accounted for just over 20,000 TEU with a modal share rising from 4 to 7%.
Rail represented nearly 10,000 TEU with a modal share rising by 1 point to 4%.
• Bulk solids increased by 1% in 2016 to 22.1 MT despite the challenging economic context.
The ArcelorMittal Dunkirk steel works shut down its largest blast furnace (No. HF4) for 40 days of
maintenance at the beginning of 2016. After a difficult start, traffic gradually recovered to reach a level
similar to 2015, i.e. 11.5 MT.
The ArcelorMittal group has continued to show conﬁdence in Dunkirk as the gateway port for its ore
and coking coal.
Coal traffic performed better because of the high volumes transported to the Lorraine region; it was
up 6% at 5.4 MT.
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Grain made an absolute record during the 2015-2016 campaign (3.05 MT). However, the poor harvest
in 2016 meant a volume of 2.8 MT for the year, a drop of 8% compared with 2015, but this was still a
good level.
Other bulk solids (slag, cement, scrap metal, sand, aggregate, alumina, petroleum coke, etc) rose 9%
to 2.4 MT. The new industrial projects (ECOCEM, ECOPHOS) decided on in 2016 will soon improve
these ﬁgures.
• Bulk liquids made an average year, up 2% at 4.3 MT, due to the arrival of the ﬁrst tonnes of LNG.
This sector had to contend with the permanent closure of SRD (Société de la Raffinerie de Dunkerque)
and the shutdown of the Versalis plant for maintenance.
Dunkerque LNG carried out three test calls, with a total of 193,000 tonnes, for performance testing
prior to handover. The success of these calls meant that commercial production of LNG could begin
on 1 January 2017.
Hydrocarbons nevertheless ended the year with a 2% increase at 3.8 MT.
Apart from hydrocarbons, other bulk liquids (oils, chemicals, industrial alcohols, etc) made a total of
more than 0.5 MT, an increase of 5%
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INVESTMENTS
2016 BALANCE SHEET + 2017 FORECASTS

2

016 was marked by the opening of the redesigned access and inspection facilities at the Channel
Terminal, greatly enhancing the quality of service for crossings to England, and by the improvements
to access for shipping in the Western Port, which can now berth the world's largest ships under optimum
conditions of safety.
The investment programme in 2016 was just over 42 M€, an increase of nearly 20% over 2015. In 2017,
Dunkerque-Port will continue with the implementation of its Strategic Plan, developing an investment
programme of 62.2 M€, that is, a budget increase of more than 45% compared with 2016.
After the 2016 commissioning of infrastructures that are essential for the development of the Western
Port, 2017 will see the start of works to extend the Flanders Quay. This operation, costing a total of
more than 60 M€, will be spread over two years and will represent a further and important stage in the
continuing development of the container sector.
Finally, 2017 will be marked by the launch of the public consultation on the major development project
for the Port of Dunkirk in the coming decade, CAP 2020.

2016 BALANCE SHEET
The main investment operations carried out in 2016 were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improvements to access for shipping in the Western Port
Renovation of ship repair installations
Redevelopment of access and inspection facilities at the Channel Terminal
Renovation and improvement of the Watier lock
Compliance works on the rainwater drainage network
Design studies and preparation for extension works on the Flanders Quay
Redevelopment of the Guillain building and Pavillon des Maquettes

Development work on the Dunkerque Logistique International Sud area, a new logistics park of 125 ha,
began in 2016. The works will continue through 2017, in particular with the creation of roads.
To fund this investment programme of more than 42 M€, Dunkerque-Port has received 10 M€ in support
from its partners, including the State (3.3 M€), the Hauts-de-France Region (2.4 M€), Dunkirk Urban
Community (0.5 M€), the European Union (0.8 M€) and the UKBF (3 M€).
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INVESTMENTS
2016 BALANCE SHEET + 2017 FORECASTS

2017 PROSPECTS
The 2017 investment budget, approved by the Board of Trustees on 24 November 2016, amounted to
62.2 M€, up 45% compared with 2016.
2017 will focus mainly on the continuation of major development projects in the Western Port:
• Start of extension works on the Flanders Quay (Container Terminal): 24.4 M€
• Continuation of works to develop the Dunkerque Logistique International Sud logistics park:
8.40 M€
• Redevelopment of docking equipment for RoRo berths: 2.58 M€
• Continuation of works to reinforce safety and security at the Channel Terminal: 2.5 M€
• Completion of a service port offering four tug-boat berths: 1.15 M€
The studies and works to separate the port's rail network from the national rail grid (signalling and
power supply) will also continue in 2017. This operation, costing approximately 18 M€, will be completed
at the end of 2019.
Finally, Dunkerque-Port will continue with its efforts to maintain its assets in operational condition,
with a programme of major maintenance works on its structures (quays, locks, waterway structures,
and compliance of constructions) and ongoing operations for the recycling of non-dumpable dredging
sediment.
To implement this investment programme Dunkerque-Port will again rely on the support of its partners,
and in particular the State and the Hauts-de-France Region under the 2015-2020 State-Regions Plan
Contract, the European Union, Dunkirk Urban Community, the Water Agency and the UKBF
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HIGHLIGHTS 2016

JANUARY 2016
•

New Channel Terminal opened: The new facilities for arrival, check-in and inspection

of vehicles travelling with DFDS between Dunkirk and Dover came into service during
the night of Saturday 16 to Sunday 17 January. Traffic was switched to the new terminal
entrances and the old entrances were closed during the evening. 1

FEBRUARY 2016
•

1

On 24 February Gérard Mulliez, founder of the Auchan superstore chain, visited the

port of Dunkirk where he met Rodolphe Saadé, Chairman of the CMA CGM group on
board one of the world's largest container carriers, the CMA CGM Vasco de Gama. The
Region's President Xavier Bertrand and Patrice Vergriete, President of Dunkirk Urban
Community, were also present at this meeting. 2
•

2

The Belgian industrial group ECOPHOS, a supplier of technology and producer of

food-grade phosphate, set up a plant on the ICD industrial platform in Mardyck, near
Dunkirk, in the district of Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque. This installation represents
an investment of more than 75 million Euros and the creation of 100 direct and indirect
jobs by 2017. The traffic generated for Dunkerque-Port will reach 250,000 tonnes in
imports of raw materials and exports of ﬁnished products. 3

2

MARCH 2016
•

The new Channel Terminal in the port of Dunkirk was inaugurated on Thursday

17 March 2016, in the presence of Peder Gellert Pedersen, Executive Vice-President of
DFDS, Carsten Jensen, Senior Vice-President of DFDS, François Soulet de Brugière,
Chair of the Board of Trustees of Dunkerque-Port, Philippe Bertonèche, Chair of the
Development Board of Dunkerque-Port, and Stéphane Raison, CEO of Dunkerque-Port.

3

The works cost 14.88 M€, of which 12.88 M€ was borne by Dunkerque-Port and 2 M€
by DFDS. 4

4
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HIGHLIGHTS 2016

APRIL 2016
•

Road-alternative transport modes in the port of Dunkirk amounted to 52% over

2015, up 3 points compared with 2014. Rail, with a modal share of 31%, rose by one point.
The modal share of waterway transport remained steady at 16%; pipeline transport
continued to increase, reaching 5% of the port's inland conveying volumes. 5
•

On Wednesday 27 April 2016, with the call of the ship Stella Laura, 295 m long

and with a breadth of 46 m, the port entered a new phase in serving the ArcelorMittal
group's largest factory in Europe which has a production capacity of 7 million tonnes
of steel. 6

5

MAY 2016
•

Dunkerque-Port was at the Breakbulk show in Antwerp from 23 to 26 May 2016 to
present its know-how in the handling of conventional cargoes. 7
•

6

The Belgian ﬁrm Indaver announced its intention to set up a new factory in the

industrial port area of Loon Plage, Dunkirk. It represents an investment of 40 million
Euros and the creation of 20 direct jobs by the end of 2018. 8
•

Christopher Nolan began shooting his ﬁlm "Dunkirk".

JUNE 2016
•

The Board of Trustees of Dunkerque-Port, meeting on Friday 10 June 2016, appointed

7

48-year-old Daniel Deschodt, the Port's Chief Commercial Officer, as a member of the
Executive Committee.
•

On 17 June 2016 Alain Picard, the General Director of SNCF Logistics, and Stéphane

Raison, CEO of Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque (GPMD), signed a partnership agreement
for the next three years. This non-exclusive agreement will intensify contacts and
cooperation between SNCF Logistics and GPMD, in order to enlarge the distribution 8
hinterland of the port of Dunkirk, and ensure its long-term reputation as a major centre of
transport logistics. It will help to meet the demands of an increasingly international clientele,
by building a comprehensive logistics offer and developing new solutions for smoother and
faster transit through the port. 9
9
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HIGHLIGHTS 2016

JULY 2016
•

On Friday 1 July the company Taillieu Logistique Nord (TLN) opened its new warehouse,

located in the logistics park of the Western Port of Dunkirk, next to the Container Terminal
(Terminal des Flandres). This 3,000 m² extension, representing an investment of 1.5 M€,
will increase the Belgian company's storage capacity and is expected to boost its logistics
10
activities. 10
•

The Board of Trustees, the Development Board, the Executive Committee and all

the staff of Dunkerque-Port were shocked and saddened, on Friday 8 July, to learn of
the sudden death of Yves Lalaut, Planning and Environment Director since December
2012 and a member of the Executive Committee.
•

Friday 8 July 2016 saw the ﬁrst LNG (Liqueﬁed Natural Gas) carrier berthed at the

pier of Dunkirk's LNG terminal, which will enable it to carry out the industrial commissioning
of the installation. 11
•

After the historic records of the previous grain campaigns in 2013-2014 (2.4 MT) and

11

2014-2015 (3.09 MT), the Port of Dunkirk saw the advantages offered by its operator and
infrastructures conﬁrmed with record traffic of 3.226 MT for the 2015-2016 campaign.

SEPTEMBER 2016
•

ECOCEM France is to set up a plant for the production of environmentally-friendly

cement from blast-furnace slag in Dunkirk, six years after commissioning the same
type of installation at Fos-sur-mer. On Friday 2 September 2016 the representatives
of ECOCEM France, ArcelorMittal and Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque met to sign
the lease for a plot of 4 hectares, on which ECOCEM will set up a grinding plant with an
12
ultimate capacity of 1.4 million tonnes. 12
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HIGHLIGHTS 2016

•

Meeting in Lille on 28 September for the "Hauts-de-France Port Network Day, the

region's freight operators and port infrastructure managers set out the guidelines of a
new ambition: to become the logistics hub of north-western Europe and join forces to
make this shared ambition a reality. The Picardy CCI and Grand Port Maritime de Dunkerque
decided to bring together all the region's port operators for the official launch of a collective
strategy and the creation of a new entity: « Ports des Hauts-de-France ». 13
13

NOVEMBER 2016
•

Since the Ports Reform in 2008, Dunkirk Urban Community and Grand Port Maritime

de Dunkerque have structured and strengthened their partnership to encourage local
development. They have worked together to reinforce the inﬂuence and attractiveness
of the port community, which generates jobs and added value for the Dunkirk area. The
two partners now intend to amplify the dynamic created by this stronger cooperation,
taking it into a new phase based on their respective guidance documents: the Port
Authority with its Strategic Plan and the Intermunicipal Council with its Community
14
Plan. 14
•

From 25 November to 7 December 2016 a delegation led by Stéphane Raison, CEO

of GPMD, visited Australia to meet the Port's clients, shippers, forwarding agents and
shipowners. They also met prospective clients and institutional contacts during a commercial
event in Melbourne on 29 November, and then went on to New Zealand for a commercial
function in Auckland on 1 December. Their last stop was in Japan where they met client
shippers and shipowners. 15

DECEMBER 2016
•

15

Erwan Le Bris has joined Dunkerque-Port as Head of the Development and

Environment Division. After graduating from the Higher Institute of Technology in 1998
and the National Highway Engineering School in 2001 (Civil Engineering section),
Erwan Le Bris began his career as head of department in highway engineering. 16

16
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ABOUT THE PORT

Dunkerque-Port is the trading port of the new Hauts-de-France Region (31,813 km2, population 6 million),
the largest agricultural region of France, the leading region for the rail industry, and the leading region
for the car industry.
Dunkerque-Port is France's third-largest port in terms of total traffic
Ninth port of the Channel and North Sea Range
2016 traffic: 46.7 million tonnes
Foremost French port for ore and coal imports
Foremost French port for containerised fruit imports
Foremost French port for rail transport
Second-ranking French port for trade with Great Britain
Third-ranking French port for grain traffic
Foremost waterway port of the Hauts-de-France Region

90 mins from
the Dover Strait

17 km

Western Port

Eastern Port

17 km
sea frontage

Accessible 24/7
draughts up to 20.5 m

Constant-level dock
draughts up to 14.2 m

• Two harbour sites on a 17 km shoreline, on the seafront without an estuary:
- The Eastern Port, behind locks, accessible to ships with cargoes of 130,000 T, i.e. a draught
of 14.20 metres.
- The Western Port, tidal and accessible to ships of 300,000 T DWT fully loaded, i.e. a draught
of 20.50 metres, open without constraints of time, locks or tide, allowing very short calls. 90
minutes' sailing time from the Dover Strait seaway.
• Prime geographic location, opposite Great Britain, in contact with Benelux and the industrial and
agricultural areas of north-western Europe. Leading multi-specialist port near the port of Calais (26 km).
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ABOUT THE PORT

• High-quality, uncongested inland connections:
- Road: Direct access from the port to the European motorway network via the A25 and A16
motorways.
- Waterway: Wide-gauge canal to the Nord-Pas de Calais (3,000 T), extended to Belgium and
the Rhine (1,350 T) and Greater Paris (650 T), pending completion of the Seine-North Europe
canal. Container barge services to Lille, Dourges and Valenciennes. Waterway traffic more than
3 MT a year, making it the leading inland port of the Hauts-de-France Region.
- Rail: The 200 km of port railway lines are connected to the national and European networks.
Container rail shuttle to and from Bonneuil-sur-Marne.
Dunkirk is France's largest rail freight hub with traffic of more than 13 MT a year.
For many years now, the share of road-alternative transport modes has been around 50%.

Nord-Pas de Calais
Dunkirk
Brussel
Lille

TEN-T

3 000 T
Belgium and Rhine
1 350 T
Greater Paris
650 T

Reims
Paris

Direct access to
A25 and A16 motorways

Waterway services
to and from Dunkirk
(3MT)

1st

LARGEST RAIL
PORT IN FRANCE
11% du fret
national

Integrating the port
in the European
transport grid

• Dunkirk is a multi-purpose port and offers many specialist quays and terminals:
- For liquid bulks (4.3 MT in 2016):
Western Port: LNG Terminal
Eastern Port: Various wharves (petroleum products and chemicals, gas, food bulks; ships of
up to 130,000 T).
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ABOUT THE PORT

- For solid bulks (22.1 MT in 2016):
Western Port: Western Bulk Terminal, ore and coal; ships of up to 180,000 T DWT.
Eastern Port: ArcelorMittal Quay serving the local steel industry. Many quays for various
bulk cargoes at import and export (lime, coke, scrap metal, ore, etc). Grain-handling facilities.
- For general cargoes (20.3 MT in 2016):
Western Port: Container Terminal for ocean-going and feeder services. RoRo Terminal equipped with footbridges for ferries serving Great Britain in particular.
2.92 million passengers and drivers and 680,000 trucks and trailers in 2016.
Logistics park of 200 ha.
Eastern Port: Numerous terminals for regular conventional or semi-containerised lines,
tramp shipping, specialist terminals (sugar, sand, steel, grain, cement, etc).
6 210 ships entered the port in 2016.

Area of
7 000 ha

+ 200 ha
dedicated

6 210
ships

3.50 ha
of business parks
marketed in 2016

Dedicated
logistics area

6 210 ships
entered in 2016
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