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The port's annual traffic reached 51.6 MT, up 3% compared with 2017 (50.2 MT).

• General cargo: Traffic was subdued with a significant overall decrease of 2% to 20.17 MT. Cross-
Channel traffic (15.58 MT) slightly decreased: the number of trucks and trailers dropped 4% to 
596 000 freight units while that of passenger cars stood at 687 000 vehicles (- 2%). Passengers dropped 
2% to 2.62 millions travellers. Containers again posted a record year at 422,000 TEU, up 13%. The same 
applied to full containers, up 14%. The activity of the Flanders Terminal benefited not only from the sustained 
activity of existing regular lines but also from the growth of transshipment traffic from and to the Iberian 
Peninsula and the North of England. Conventional goods were stable at 1.14 MT.

• Solid bulk: increased 5% to 25.91 MT. Ore traffic set a new record, for the first time passing 
the 15 MT mark, driven by the activity of the ArcelorMittal plant in Dunkerque, but also by the very 
good figures for transshipment flows at the West bulk cargo dock (Quai à Pondéreux Ouest) for the 
other steel plants of the Group. Logically, coal traffic was also up 7% at 6.4 MT. Grain continued to be 
impacted by unfavourable market conditions, although traffic was up 11% at 1.44 MT. The consolidation 
of an import traffic flow (0.16 MT) is worth noting. Driven by the start-up of new industrial sites, the 
traffic in "small" solid bulk once again remained buoyant at 3.05 MT (+ 11%).

• Liquid bulk: was up 8% at 5.48 MT, driven by the build-up in LNG traffic. The latter increased 
remarkably 56% to stand at 1.22 MT. Overall, gas traffic (LNG + industrial gases) posted a gain of 37% at 
1.71 MT. Petroleum products were down 3% at 3.34 MT, while other liquid bulk rose 19% to stand at 0.43 MT. 

Press Release,
Thursday, 10 January 2019

2018 TRAFFIC : 
DUNKERQUE CONTINUED TO PROGRESS

2018 TRAFFIC
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2018 was marked by the completion of the works to extend the Quai de Flandre in the West Port. 
The operation, costing a total of more than €60 million, is an additional and important step for the 
further development of the "container" sector in Dunkerque, allowing the largest vessels in the 
world fleet to berth at the port under optimal conditions.

During year, Dunkerque-Port virtually finalized the implementation of its Strategic Project, with the deve-
lopment of an investment program of nearly €65 million (up 33% more than in 2017), mainly devoted to the 
pursuit of the major development projects for the West Port, with the completion of the extension of the 
wharf in Flanders, but also the continuation of development work in the Dunkerque International Logistics 
South area and the start of work in the Heavy Industries area.

2018 was also a year rich in new industrial facilities, the most emblematic of which being that of the SNF 
Floerger company, which is investing €60 million in the Dunkerque region and will create 100 jobs.

In 2019, Dunkerque-Port will finalize the implementation of its Strategic Project 2014-2018 while defining 
its Strategic Project 2019-2023, by developing an investment program of €47 million, mainly devoted to the 
continuation of the large-scale projects for the development of the West Port, including the commissioning 
of the extension to the Flanders wharf and the Dunkerque International Logistics South zone, but also the 
continuation of the work in the Heavy Industries zone. 

2018 Balance sheet

The main investment operations carried out in 2018 were as follows:

• Completion of the extension works to the Flanders Quay (Container Terminal): €26.5 million
• Continuation of the development of the Dunkerque International Logistics South area: €6.87 million
• Start of work in the Heavy Industries area: €3.1 million
• Continuation of the work on the separation of the port rail network and the national rail network: 

€5.87 million
• Preparation of the industrial platform for SNF: €1.9 million
• Continuation of the work to enhance the security measures in the cross-Channel terminal: 

€4.95 million
• The installation of the power supply for ships at berth: €1.6 million
• The renovation and improvement of the Watier Lock: €2 million
• The reorganization and renovation of the electricity networks of the East Port and the Central 

Port: €1.3 million

To finance this investment program, Dunkerque-Port received support of more than €20 million from 
its partners, including the European Union / ERDF (€0.5 million), theFrench government (€13 million), 
the Hauts-de-France Regional Council (€2.1 million), the Urban Community of Dunkerque (€1.1 mil-
lion), theWater Agency (€0.3 million) and UKBF (€4.5 million).

INVESTMENTS
2018 Balance sheet + Prospects for 2019



PRESS CONTACT Marie-Elizabeth BOGUCKI
Email: mebogucki@portdedunkerque.fr

5

Tel: +33 (0)3 28 28 79 11
Port: +33 (0)6 07 13 33 42

Prospects for 2019

The 2019 investment budget, approved by the Supervisory Board on 30 November 2018, amounted 
to €48 million.

2019 will be mainly devoted to the completion of the major development projects of the West Port:

• Completion of the extension works to the Flanders Quay (Container Terminal): €10 million
• Continuation of the development work in the Dunkerque International Logistics South area: 

€3.6 million • Continuation of the development work in the Heavy Industries zone: €6 million
• Installation of a new power supply sub-station in the West Port: €2.01 million
• Completion of the 1st shore side electricity supply for ships: €1.2 million
• Continuation of studies related to the CAP 2020 project: €2.4 million
• Finalization of the SNF platform: €2 million
• Strengthening shoreline armouring: €1 million

In addition, work on the separation of the port rail and national rail networks (signalling and power 
supply) will be completed in 2019, for a total amount of €8.6 million.

Dunkerque-Port will continue its efforts to maintain the follow-on support for its assets, with a major 
maintenance programme on its facilities (wharves, locks, river structures and upgrading of buildings 
to standards).

Lastly, Dunkerque-Port undertakes to carry out the necessary work to implement Brexit so that the 
latter has no impact on the flows of goods at the level of the port.

To implement this investment programme, Dunkerque-Port will once again rely on the support of its 
partners, in particular the French government and the Hauts-de-France Regional Council within the 
framework of the State - Region 2015 - 2020 development contract, the European Union, the Dunkerque 
Urban Community, the Water Agency and the UKBF 

INVESTMENTS
2018 Balance sheet + Prospects for 2019
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JANUARY 2018 

Public Debate on the CAP 2020 project closed. The Dunkerque Seaport Authority (GPMD) is delighted with the Public 
Debate which took place from 18 September to 22 December 2017 on the CAP 2020 project.
During the three months of discussions, held by the Special Commission for the public consultation process (CPDP), 
Dunkerque-Port presented its project for a new container dock, CAP 2020, a major project for the port and regional 
economy and for the entire region around Dunkerque. Dunkerque-Port took part in the 90 events organized in 
this respect (public meetings, focus groups, mobile debates, thematic seminars) and answered all the requests of 
the various participants. Through the meetings organized by the CPDP, everyone was able to make a contribution, 
be they port industry members, experts, residents, members of associations, government departments, or elected 
representatives. The results of the questionnaire prepared by the CPDP, which were presented during the closing 
meeting organized on 19 December 2017, showed the region's interest in the project, with a support rate of 78.5% 
for the project.
First reloading of vessel with LNG successfully completed at the LNG terminal. After the berthing of the first ice-
breaking LNG tanker at the Dunkerque LNG terminal, the crews on site carried out their first LNG refuelling. The 
vessel "Provalys", with a capacity of 153,000 m3, was the first to benefit from this reloading service available since the 
end of 2017 from Dunkerque LNG. After being reloaded from the stock of LNG contained in the tanks of the site, the 
"Provalys" set to sea on Monday, 29 January 2018. The new service provided by the terminal is therefore an effective 
complement to its offer, responding to strong market demand.
Commissioned a year ago, the terminal is already in full development to meet the needs of its customers and maintain 
a high level of performance (traffic of 866,000 tonnes of LNG was recorded for 2017). For the same reason, an initial 
upgrade to provide a "fast" ship reloading service (8,800 m3/ h) is under way. The change will provide additional 
flexibility for customers and supplement the service offering.

MARCH 2018

• Dunkerque-Port continues the extension of the Quai de Flandre. The container activity of Dunkerque-Port, located 
mainly on the Flanders wharf, is seeing strong, continuous growth. In order to continue that expansion and be 
capable of berthing the largest container ships in the world whatever the sea conditions, Dunkerque-Port, as the 
prime contractor started work on the extension of the Flanders wharf in February 2017. The extension will allow the 
operator of the container terminal to simultaneously berth two new-generation megamax container ships from 
2019 onwards. At the end of the works, the Flanders wharf will have a total length of 1,800 m, with a draft of 16.5 m 
in all tidal conditions for two berths.

HIGHLIGHTS

2018
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It is a major, exemplary project in terms of the extent of the earthworks, the volume of dredged materials and the 
techniques implemented to construct the future quays. The project is also remarkable in environmental terms, for 
the special measures continuously implemented on-site, during the construction phases, and in social terms, with 
10,000 hours of social integration included in the civil engineering contract reserved for persons finding it particu-
larly difficult to find a job. The investment work forms part of a strategy to recapture the hinterland of the Hauts-
de-France Region.

• The French international chemical group, SNF Floerger, which had been studying the establishment of a new pro-
duction unit on Dunkerque-Port for the last three years, including an intense year of technical studies, has taken a 
crucial step in taking its decision to invest. The SNF group is a speciality chemist, the world's leading producer of 
polyacrylamides, water-soluble polymers used especially for water treatment, natural resource optimization, paper 
production and various speciality applications. The French government, the Hauts-de-France Regional Council and 
the Urban Community of Dunkerque have been actively involved in supporting the project throughout the stu-
dies and site selection phase. By making a combined financial contribution of 7 million Euros, they clinched SNF's 
decision to invest. The group has just decided an initial investment of €160 million in the Dunkerque chemical and 
industrial-port platform, in the commune of Gravelines. The commissioning phase alone will create approximately 
160 direct jobs. The development of the site will then be continuous. This new business will have significant impacts 
in terms of export shipping traffic for the Port and will generate significant outsourcing orders to all the industrial 
services companies in the surrounding region.

• Launched in October 2013, the NORD PORTS SHUTTLE (NPS) combined river transport service continues to expand. 
Initially launched between Dunkerque, the Lille Container Terminal (LCT) and the Lille Dourges Container Terminal 
(LDCT), this service had already been extended to the port of Bethune last November. Valenciennes is now connec-
ted to the container regional waterway transport network. Since 7 May 2018, a 48 TEU self-propelled barge has 
connected the container terminal in Dunkerque-Port (Flanders Terminal) with one of the inland terminals in Valen-
ciennes (Anzin). This new service is of course intended to serve the other terminals in Greater Valenciennes.

  
• After starting a new containerized river service between Dunkerque and Valenciennes in May, NORD PORTS 

SHUTTLE (NPS) is preparing to significantly increase its carrying capacity on the Dunkerque Dourges corridor, in 
order to meet sharply rising demand. For example, in June, NPS once again broke a monthly traffic record from and 
to Dunkerque, with nearly 2,800 TEUs. The Lille Dourges container terminal (LDCT) is currently already served by 2 
river units of 78 and 88 TEUs, thus offering 4 round trips per week and an import capacity of 330 TEU / week. From 
1 September, a 3rd 88-TEU river unit went into service on the corridor, increasing the capacity to over 500 TEU for 
imports and 6 port calls per week.

• In August 2018, Unifeeder, a Danish company specializing in short-sea shipping, set up a new weekly service out-
bound from the Flanders Terminal in Dunkerque to the English port of Teesport and the Scottish port of Grange-
mouth in partnership with the CMA CGM Group. The service calls at Dunkerque on Thursday, Teesport on Friday and 
Grangemouth on Friday / Saturday. After the feeder services to Spain, Unifeeder fits in perfectly with the strategy of 
Dunkerque-Port in containers and short sea shipping.

HIGHLIGHTS

2018
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SEPTEMBER 2018

On Thursday, 6 September 2018, the constitutive assembly of the Dunkerque Port Center association proceeded 
with the election of its board of directors. The Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Dunkerque-Port, François Soulet 
de Brugière was elected chairman, Jean-Yves Frémont, deputy mayor of Dunkerque and community councillor, 
as vice-president, Franck Gonsse, trustee of the ACMAPOR-Port Museum Association and also Secretary-General 
of the dockers' union (CNTPA), as secretary, while Philippe Bertonèche, president of ACMAPOR, will act as treasurer. 
Franck Dhersin, Vice-President of the Urban Community and Regional Council of Hauts-de-France and Stéphane 
Raison, President of the Executive Board of the Dunkerque Port Authority complete the Board of Directors. Backed 
by the common objectives of the Dunkerque Port Authority, the Dunkerque Urban Community, and the ACMAPOR-Port 
Museum Association, the establishment of a Port Center in Dunkerque has three purposes:

• Increase the drive of the port community by creating a venue to promote the skills, assets and trade 
relations created by the port's activities and business lines,

• Assert the maritime and port identity of Dunkerque in order to reinforce the attractiveness of the Flan-
ders-Côte d'Opale coastline, together with all the sea and inland ports of the Hauts-de-France Region 
within the framework of the Norlink Ports Association.

• Open the port to citizens by communicating on who we are, what we do and our development projects.

• In the middle of 2018, Dunkerque-Port undertook the construction of a secure parking lot located inside the cross-
Channel terminal. It is just one of the systems implemented in conjunction with the British authorities to secure the 
facilities of the cross-Channel terminal in Dunkerque and offer parking space for heavy goods vehicles. The secure 
parking lot is for heavy goods vehicles waiting to embark for England from Dunkerque-Port. It is managed by the 
DFDS ferry company which operates a ship departure every two hours (12 crossings per day) from Loon-Plage 
to Dover. The parking lot is an additional service for customers of the cross-Channel terminal in Dunkerque, by 
preventing heavy goods vehicles from parking upstream of the terminal and helps to limit the problem of parking 
within the port precinct. It should greatly improve the situation of heavy goods vehicles along the roads located in 
the communes to the west of Dunkerque. Drivers can choose their departure time via the DFDS line to Dover (early 
registration) and wait in the secure area. Drivers have access to the lounges and facilities of the cross-Channel 
terminal. As far as security is concerned, the parking lot is absolutely safe, being equipped with high fences fitted 
with thermal imaging and video surveillance systems operating 24/24, as well as an energy-saving lighting system 
on the entire periphery of the parking lot. These security features are completed by patrols. Covering a surface area 
of about 3 ha, it can accommodate up to 225 heavy goods vehicles.

NOVEMBER 2018 

• Édouard Philippe, the French Prime Minister travelled to Dunkerque with 9 members of the Government including 
François de Rugy, Minister for the Ecological and Inclusive Transition. They were all gathered in the premises of 
Dunkerque-Port for the 2nd meeting of the Interministerial Committee on the Sea (CIMer). This CIMer was held 
during a period marked by the possible Brexit, one that requires action by the Government and the capacities for 
adaptation of all the stakeholders. In particular the Committee meeting provided an opportunity to take stock of the 

HIGHLIGHTS

2018
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ecological transition through the development of marine renewable energies and progress in the work which began 
last year on the business model and governance of major seaports. At the end of this CIMer, which brought together 
all the players in the local port economy, the Prime Minister and François de Rugy launched the final phase of the 
call for tenders for offshore wind farms off Dunkerque. Candidates will have four months to submit their bids, and 
the winner will be appointed in the second quarter of 2019. This project will attract green businesses and revitalize 
the local economy in terms of marine renewable energies. Following the CIMer, Édouard Philippe delivered a speech 
announcing 82 measures, covering a broad spectrum of shipping activities. The Government has also announced 
changes to the port tax and accounting systems. The second subject discussed was that of Brexit: "The Government 
is particularly aware of the importance of the issues involved in the exit of the United Kingdom from the European 
Union for the various sectors of the maritime and port economy. It is already working to anticipate the various 
Brexit scenarios, particularly with the European Commission, to avoid the negative effects and identify possible 
opportunities for the maritime economy."  The Government has also announced several environmental measures, 
including an action plan to promote the use of liquefied natural gas (LNG).

• On the occasion of the signature on November 30 in Dunkerque-Port of a partnership charter for banana exports 
from the French West Indies, Rodolphe Saadé, CEO of the CMA CGM Group, renewed the transport contract with 
UGPBAN until 2026 and reaffirmed the Group's commitment to develop the economy of the French West Indies. 
In 2019, the CMA CGM Group will be delivered with 4 ships dedicated to serving the French West Indies. The CMA 
CGM Fort de France, delivered in January, will be the first of an order for four container ships that will fly the 
French flag. Each of them will be capable of carrying 3,300 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent units) and will have 850 
plugs to connect the refrigerated containers (reefers) to transport bananas in optimal conservation conditions. The 
modernized fleet of directly owned vessels will maintain the quality, reliability and consistency of the CMA CGM 
service between the Caribbean and Europe and further reduce its environmental footprint. The CMA CGM Group is 
a benchmark player in Dunkerque-Port, the main port for unloading West Indian bananas. As a 91% shareholder in 
the Flanders Terminal, the Group operates six services linking Dunkerque with Asia, the Middle East, West Africa and 
the Mediterranean, representing more than 450 port calls per year.

HIGHLIGHTS

2018
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Dunkerque-Port is the trading port for the new Hauts-de-France Region (31,813 km2, 6 million 
inhabitants), the leading region for agri-food and agricultural produce in France, the leading 
region for the rail industry, and the leading region for the automotive industry.

Dunkerque-Port is the third largest port in France in terms of global tra�  c.                                                                                                  
Ninth largest port on the Channel and North Sea Range. 2018 tra�  c: 51.6 million tonnes
Leading French port complex: > with 100 million tonnes
Leading French port for ore and coal imports 
Leading French port for containerized fruit imports
Leading French port for rail routing
Second French port for trade with United Kingdom Third French port for grain tra�  c                                                                 
Leading river port in the Hauts-de-France region 

• Two port sites on 17 km of shoreline, on the seafront with no estuary:

- - The East Port, behind locks, accessible to ships with a cargo of 130,000 tonnes, or 14.20 meters 
of draught.

- The West Port, a tidal port, accessible to ships of 300,000 dead-weight tonnes at full load, or 
20,50 meters of draught, open with no constraints in terms of time, locks or tide, enabling very 
short port calls and located 90 minutes of sailing from the Dover Straits shipping lane

• An advantageous geographical situation, facing the United Kingdom, in contact with the Benelux 
as well as industrial and agricultural North-West Europe. First major multi-specialist port near 
(26 km) the port of Calais.

90 minutes from the 
Dover Straits

17 km
of seafront

17 km

Accessibility 24/7 up to 
20.5m (draught)

Port Ouest Port Est

Constant-level dock up to 
14.2m (draught

ABOUT THE PORT
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• Quality, non-congested inland connections:

- Road: direct access from the port to the European motorway network via the A25 and A16 motorways.

- Waterway: wide-gauge canal with the Hauts-de-France (3,000 tonnes), extended to Belgium and 
the Rhine (1,350 tonnes) and the Paris Basin (650 tonnes), until the Seine-Nord Europe canal has 
been built. Container barge services to Lille, Dourges, Béthune and Valenciennes.

- Rail: the 200 km of port railways are connected to the national and European networks. Contai-
nerized rail shuttle from / to Bonneuil-sur-Marne.

Dunkerque is the leading French rail freight hub with tra�  c of more than over 13 MT / year.

For many years, the modal share of alternative transport to road haulage is around 50%.

 

• As a multi-purpose port, Dunkerque has many specialized docks and terminals: 

- For liquid bulk:

West Port: LNG terminal

East Port: Miscellaneous wharves (petroleum and chemical products, gas, bulk foodstu£ s, 
ships up to 130,000 tonnes).

Direct access to the A25 
and A16 motorways

Dunkerque
Bruxelles

Lille

Reims

Paris

Bassin Parisien

Nord/Pas de Calais

Belgique et Rhin

3 000 T

1 350 T

650 T

Waterway gauges from/
to Dunkerque

11% of national 
freight

Port included in 
European service 

plans

1er 
PORT FERROVIAIRE 
DE FRANCE

RTE-T

ABOUT THE PORT
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- For dry bulk:

West Port: West Bulk Commodity Terminal, ores and coal, ships up to 180,000 tonnes dead-weight.

East Port: ArcelorMittal facilities serving the local steel industry. Many docks for various imported 
and exported bulk commodities (lime, coke, scrap metal, minerals, etc.). Grain equipment.

- For general cargo:

West Port: Container terminal for ocean services and feeders. Ro-Ro terminal equipped with 
linkspans for car ferries and ferry-boats serving the United Kingdom in particular. 

East Port: Many terminals for regular or semi-containerized regular lines, tramping, specialized 
terminals (sugar, sand, steel, grain, cement, etc.).

6,473 vessels called at the port in 2018. 

6 473
ships

6,473 ships 
called in 2018

+ 200 ha
dedicated

2018 An area dedicated 
to logistics

Area
 of 7 000 ha

350 ha of
business parks

marketed in 2018

ABOUT THE PORT
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