
Nature in port
How the port of Dunkirk develops, promotes and shares its natural heritage
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France’s third-ranking port, Dunkirk is well known 
as a port handling heavy bulk cargoes for its numerous 
industrial installations. It has also built its reputation in other 
sectors such as cross-Channel Ro-Ro traffic to Great Britain, 
containers, fruit, etc.  

Classified as the 7th port of the North Europe Range which extends 
from Le Havre to Hamburg, it is also France’s leading port for ore 
and coal imports; France’s leading port for containerised fruit imports; 
France’s leading port for copper imports; and France’s second-ranking 
port for trade with Great Britain. 



DUNKERQUE-PORT
NATURE IN PORT

3

CHALLENGES, RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
For several years Dunkirk-Port, the third-largest port in France, has been aware of the effects of its activities on the environment and has developed undertakings and 
actions for better environmental management. The issues at stake are considerable: with a shoreline of 17 km, the port district covers 7,000 hectares and includes a 
further 38,000 hectares in its maritime area, situated in the Natura 2000 Marine Environment zone. 
Alongside many regional partners, therefore, Dunkirk-Port took an approach to sustainable development that was transverse, comprehensive, proactive and original, 
aimed at drawing up a Sustainable Development and Action Plan («PA2D») for the port district.
The PA2D has now been approved, and sets out the policy framework for scheduled implementation of the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan in the area of sustainable 
development. It comprises five major guidelines, consolidated in nearly 150 operational actions. Two of the five guidelines defined in the PA2D concern the preservation 
of biodiversity and the strengthening of links between the city and the port.

METTRE ORIENTATIONS PA2D
LOGO

OBJECTIVE 3  

OBJECTIVE 1
Implement a green port economy and socially responsible

OBJECTIVE 2  

OBJECTIVE 4  
Natural and landscape wealth, port development: ensure sustainability

Adapt to climate changes and encourage the reduction of industrial emissions

Implement a sustainable port strategy by expanding the hinterland and strengthening the modal shift

OBJECTIVE 5 
Making Dunkirk urban area sustainable city-port
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The Natural Heritage Master Plan 
(SDPN) makes the sustainable 
development vision a reality by 
the creation of a Green and Blue 
Infrastructure around the entire 
port district, in line with vision of 
Dunkirk and that of the region. 
This project, launched in 2011 
following inventories of the fauna, 
flora and habitats, and in the 
context of an approach of strong 
governance, served to identify the 
ecological interest of each section 
of the port district. Checking these 
data against the forthcoming 
development programmes made 
it possible to structure the port’s 
green and blue belt. In this way it 
has been possible to define nature 
sanctuaries, as well as ecological 
corridors connecting them: 
recreating natural areas by means 

of environmental engineering, 
either from environments of 
strategic significance and with 
high potential which are protected 
and managed, or from degraded 
and unused environments. 
Ultimately, out of Dunkirk-Port’s 
3,000 hectares of land reserves, 
more than a third will be dedicated 
to preservation of the natural 
heritage under the SDPN. The 
provisional budget allocated to 
the implementation of the SDPN 
is of the order of 7 million Euros 
for the initial investment, followed 
by 500,000 Euros every year for 
managing the sites and for studies 
and engineering.

A STRATEGY TO ENSURE COMPATIBILITY BETWEEN 
PORT DEVELOPMENT AND NATURE CONSERVATION 

The SDPN was 
developed within a 
framework of strong, 
broad-based governance 
involving all the local 
stakeholders: the city 
and local authorities, 
residents, industries 
based in the port 
district, environmental 
and conservation 
associations, the 
scientific community, 

and so on. Their expertise, together with their knowledge of the 
natural environment, enabled Dunkirk-Port to carry out an in-depth 
study, consistent with the facts on the ground and the challenges 
of protecting the natural heritage. The participation of scientific 
institutions, associations and government bodies guarantees the 
port’s integrity and transparency on these questions. 
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In addition to these port’s activities, in 2010 Dunkirk-Port was appointed 
main operator of the «Bancs des Flandres» Natura 2000 site’s 

objectives documents - a unique situation in the European 
harbour landscape. Its main mission includes : developing 

management plans for marine mammals, sand banks 
and migratory seabirds. Next to nearly 80 local actors 
integrated governance. 
With Agence des Aires Marines Protégées (The 
French’s marine protected area agency) Dunkirk-
Port is involved in Interreg PANACHE project as 
a marine protected area manager, to ensure the 

coherence of its action with its neighbours. Its 
contributions include establishing protocols 

for monitoring the seabed or socio-economic 
activities, conducting bird’s suitable 

management measures, and creating tools 
to raise awareness of issues affecting MPAs.
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PROMOTE THE ADOPTION OF NATURAL AREAS  
IN THE PORT DISTRICT
As well as the environmental aims of the ecological operations carried out under the 
SDPN, Dunkirk-Port hopes, through its PA2D and its overall vision for sustainable 
development, to bring a social dimension to these areas. The goal is for these new 
natural environments to be adopted by the local population as tranquil spaces within 
an industrialised area. Public does not suspect the existence of such areas, as well 
as the work done to preserve or develop port biodiversity. To achieve this, Dunkirk-

Port has deployed a full-scale strategy for opening up these areas and encouraging 
their use by the public. Each year, the port offers discovery events scheduled in 
advance and included in the «sustainable development diary» which can be viewed 
Online. Port visits give visitors the opportunity to experience the true atmosphere 
of the port. Events also are adapted to the specific interests and needs of target 
groups.

Each year, the «Sustainable» bus tour 
shows the efforts made by the port of 

Dunkirk specifically primary parlement 
school children aged between 10 and 
12.

Dunkirk-Port team attends the annual Dunkirk Ocean’s week 
celebrations which draw thousands of visitors for a week each June. 
It’s an opportunity to explain port’s biodiversity and the Natura 
2000 site and promote actions to ensure better environmental 
management. The port proposes also animation about port 
biodiversity, marine litter, climate change, maritime transport with 
specific educational tools.

Dunkirk-Port supports and carries 
out an awareness-raising action by 
organizing marine litter collections 
on the coast, the opportunity for 
participants to discover the harbor 
biodiversity.

Several times a year, the Port 
authority organises fascinating and 
educational bus and bike tours. 
Families with children can discover 
the port in different ways from the 
explanations by the port staff guide. 

Young citizens parlement LOCAL event

WASTE COLLECTION
Bus and Bike TOUR
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I n a u g u r a t e d 
in June 2014, 
Saint Georges 
corridor represents 
the will of the port to 
develop biodiversity 
on its territory while 
enhancing the recreational 
and educational component 
of these multifunctional 
spaces. Consisting of a habitat 
mozaique distributed within 
an ecological corridor of nearly 
38 ha it aims to create links 
between the towns of Bourbourg 
and Gravelines through a cycle 
path nearly 4 km in partnership 
with local authorities.
The installation of educational 
panels, bird observatories 
promote the discovery of the 
port biodiversity. In order to 
encourage ownership of the 
site to the public, Dunkirk-
Port has organized many 
events : community nature 
worksites, public awarness 
trought partnerships with 
local players, regular 
tour route...
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The Port Authority collaborates with universities 
to bring students closer to the port, notably in 

environnemental and biodiversity subjects. 
Dunkirk-port considers it important for lecturers 
and students to have an understanding of what 
goes on in the port, despite the port being literally 
out of sight and so also out of mind. 
It also frequently happens that experts from 
the Port Authority are invitedas guest lecturers 
to share their practical knowledge with the 
students.

In another initiative, since 2015, it supports 
Coastal Master degrees and sponsors the “Port 

Authority Chair of Circular economy using dredged 
sediment.”

The Port Authority organize Sustainable Development Day 
intended to bring together a large number of partnerships 

to discuss topics Dunkirk-Port and territories. These 
events guarantee effective consultation between the 
port and its partners on various themes related to 
sustainable development of its  area. The subject 
of the preservation of natural heritage is regularly 
discussed.

SHARE COMMONS INITIATIVES FOR NATURE 
WITH LOCAL STAKEHOLDERS
During the port’s adaptation of the natural areas, all those concerned – people living 
in and around the port, local authorities and environmental associations – have been 
closely involved in the choice of the areas dedicated to biodiversity, the definition 
and design of these projects and the environmental monitoring and management 
which will take place there. This new way of operating has led to an effective and 

reproducible partnership, based on a «win-win» relationship and no longer on one of 
opposition to port expansion projects.
The organization of events, seminars, visits and other working groups, training young 
people and support institutional partners such as Port museum, participate in the 
creation of territorial dynamics, in an iterative and open-ended approach.

Since 2010, there has been several formal 
collaboration agreement between the 
Port Authority and the Universities and 
Naturalists.

hand-in-hand with students
Collaboration with 
universities and naturalists

Dunkirk-port 
Sustainable Development Day
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RENFORCE SOCIAL INTEGRATION OF THE PORT IN 
DUNKIRK TERRITORY

Encouraging the development of 
biodiversity at the same time as proposing 
new areas suitable for economic 
activities, the Natural Heritage Master 
Plan aims also to make its new natural 
areas accessible to the general public. 
However, to reconcile security in the port 
with the accessibility of natural areas 
requires the deployment of appropriate 
tools that are compatible with the ISPS 
code and the port security plan. 

These sites are already visited 
occasionally for supervised tours, to 
limit safety risks to those taking part. 
Recently, the port has also invested in 
the creation of a Port Center because 
natural areas deserve to be better 
known, and this will involve all the 
members of the port community.

Dunkirk-Port continues 
to engage with the 
public with a tool for 
communicating with 
the public and building 
awareness. Port Autority, 
Dunkirk Urban Community 
and the Port Museum, are 
partnership with many 
local stakeholders to draft 
a project of Port center.  
The Port Center explains 
how a port works, 

p r o m o t e 
p o r t r e l a t e d 

trades and professions and projecte the port’s 
public image, through exhibition and programme 
of activities. This underconstruction project is 
planned for late 2017.

History Port museum and Texel boat 
tour also discover the impressive 

installations at Dunkirk-port.

CommiTted partners
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facebook.com/dunkerqueport
twitter.com/dunkerqueport

Direction de l’aménagement et de l’environnement
port 2505

2505 route de l’Ecluse Trystram
BP 46534

59386 Dunkerque Cedex 1 - France
Tél : +33 (0)3 28 28 74 20


